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2 THADDEUS STEVENS

FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK

President William E. Griscom

Dear Alumni & Friends,

I recently sent our alumni a letter requesting them to send letters to the Governor supporting
the College’s request to have $1.9 million dollars of funding converted from non-recurring to
recurring. The funding is critical for the College to continue operating the Branch Campus,
which houses a significant number of our students and several of our programs. I sincerely
appreciate all of the letters that were sent on the College’s behalf and encourage anyone who
has not written a letter to do so as soon as possible. Continued receipt of these funds is critical
to Stevens’ future.

 Thaddeus Stevens College of Technology has always been a good steward of Common-
wealth funds and constructs its budget requests only to support functions and services essential to fulfilling its mission.
Stevens is always seeking ways to reduce costs and maintain or increase services, especially for students. The College is
aware of the economic environment in which it is operating and mindful that the majority of its funding comes from
taxpayers who also struggling to meet their obligations and responsibilities.

Below I have listed and briefly described a number of initiatives the College has recently implemented or are in progress
to contain costs without reducing service or negatively impacting our institutional effectiveness.

VOIP:   The College recently acquired and implemented a new Voice Over Internet Protocol (VOIP) phone system
that utilizes the College’s network. The system provides significantly more services than the previous phone system and will
save approximately $30,000 per year.

COSTARS:  COSTARS is the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s cooperative purchasing program. It utilizes the
purchasing power of the State in partnership with local entities to obtain the best pricing possible. Stevens has joined this
program and now has access to a large number of State contracts that provide significant savings in many areas.

FLEXLOAD:   The College has entered into an agreement that will reduce its electric costs by controlling its use of
electricity at peak times that do not conflict with its operations. In the agreement, the College can refuse to reduce its load
at any time without penalty. It is estimated that over the next few years the savings could be as much as $30,000 per year.

INVENT ORY REDUCTION:   Under the leadership of VP Tompos the inventory in the College’s warehouse has
been dramatically reduced. The previous system has been replaced with a “Just In Time” system that provides delivery
within 24 hours or less. The savings resulting from the value of money saved, labor, and breakage are significant.

INTERNET  SERVICE:   During the summer the College changed internet service providers and went to a point to
point line of sight connection that increased bandwidth and reduced costs by several thousand dollars.

MOODLE:   The College, in cooperation with the faculty, switched Learning Management Systems this year. The
previous system was a proprietary system that cost approximately $40,000 per year. The new system, Moodle, is an open
source system that has an annual cost of $1,800.

FUTURE PLANS:  Several other cost containment initiatives are in progress or under review. Three examples are
listed below:

Lighting Replacement:  The College recently contracted for a lighting survey of every room on the main campus.
The survey will identify all lighting fixtures and provide a cost analysis which will serve as the basis for replacing existing
non-efficient lights with energy efficient fixtures and bulbs.
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Solar Panels:  A preliminary contact has been made regarding providing the College’s rooftops for the location of solar
panels owned by a third party who would guarantee the College the electric from the panels at an agreed upon rate for a
specific period of time.

Google Applications:  The College is evaluating outsourcing its email to Google applications that would provide free
email service. This is a growing trend in higher education.

The cost containment measures listed and described above are the most recent in a long list of measures adopted by the
College over the years to reduce costs without reducing service. The performance measure for this year is a documented
savings of at least $100,000.

As I stated previously, we are aware of financial constraints under which the Commonwealth is operating and will
continue to do everything possible to exercise good stewardship of the funds we receive.

Sincerely,

William E. Griscom
President

Stevens' Graphic Communications & Printing Technology students Michael Baker (L) and Kevin Mosely (R) share
a moment with Senator Mike Brubaker of Lancaster's 36th District.  Michael and Kevin proudly display the program
they designed for the 21st Annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Breakfast  held at Thaddeus Stevens College of Technol-
ogy on January 19, 2009 (see related article on page 12).
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FROM THE TOWER

The Thaddeus Stevens Foundation is
registered with the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania in compliance with its
charitable organization law, and copies of
the official registration and financial
information may be obtained from the
Pennsylvania Department of State by calling
toll free within Pennsylvania 1-800-732-
0999. Registration does not imply
endorsement by the Commonwealth.

1984
Congratulations to Steve Ar tz ’84 Ar chi-
tectural , who has been elected
southcentral regional vice president of the
Pennsylvania Builders Association.  He will
serve on PBA’s board of directors and rep-
resent Franklin, Fulton, Fayette, Lancaster
and York counties.  In 2008 Steve was presi-
dent of the Building Industry Association
of Lancaster County.  He is president of
Your Towne Builders, Lancaster.

1958
Our thoughts and prayers continue to be
with Debbie Brison, wife of Jim Brison '58
Carpentry, as she recovers from surgery.

1971
Delbert Kautz '71 Carpentry, wrote us with
the news of his latest academic achieve-
ment.  In May 2008, Delbert received a
Doctor of Ministry degree from Northern
Seminary in Lombard, Illinois.  He holds
degrees from Millersville University (B.A.
1983) and Eastern Mennonite Seminary
(Master of Divinity 1987).  Congratulations
Rev. Dr. Kautz!

Retired Faculty
George Burke continues his recovery at
home following surgery at Johns Hopkins
Hospital, Baltimore, in January.  If you'd
like to send a card or note, Mr. Burke's ad-
dress is 407 Brookview Drive, Millersville,
PA  17551.

CLASS NOTES

Do you have something special to re-
port? We want to hear what's new with
our alumni! Weddings, births, aca-
demic or career achievements, etc. are
all newsworthy!  Please send news
and photos to:

Stevens Alumni Office
740 East End Avenue
Lancaster, PA 17602

seweibel@stevenscollege.edu

Congratulations to freshman
Graphic Communications & Printing
Technology student Megan Fisher for
being awarded a scholarship from the
Pennsylvania Association of Student
Financial Aid Administrators (PASFAA)
for her award-winning logo for the
organization’s newsletter (see below).
Her entry was one of 100 received in
response to a contest held by the
PASFAA for graphics students at
Thaddeus Stevens College of Technol-
ogy.

Megan is a 2006 graduate of
Cocalico High School.  After high

school Megan began working for TeddyBear Sportswear and Promotions as a service
support specialist and, thanks to the guidance of her supervisor there, learned of the
graphics program at Stevens.  She will soon undertake an internship with the Vanity
Fair outlets and looks forward to maintaining this position upon graduation in the
spring of 2010.

Megan Fisher (L) receives her award from Michael
DeGroft '03, Director of Financial Aid.

MEGAN FISHER WINS LOGO CONTEST

2003
The Alumni Office recently heard from Todd
Binkley ’03 CNSA.  He has informed us
he is working for the Executive Office of
the President of the United States in the
Network Operations Center.  Another
outstanding Stevens success story!
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SPECIAL  THANKS TO

INTELLIGENCER  PRINTING

We sincerely thank Intelligencer Printing, Lancaster, for their generous
commitment to printing our Alumni Newsletter.  Their ongoing service,
professionalism and philanthropic spirit is much appreciated.

I N MEMORIAM

T he newly named Tower is a
  service of the Thaddeus

Stevens Foundation and is published
four times a year. Current circulation is 6,765
to alumni,  parents, trustees, faculty,
corporations and friends.

Foundation President: David B. Wolf '85
 Editor: Sophia E. Weibel
seweibel@stevenstech.org

Mailing Address:
740 East End Ave.

Lancaster, PA 17602

(717) 295-9666 • 1-800-571-7324
Fax: (717) 295-9652

Fed. Tax I.D.  #23-6406980

George Bell
Class of 1939 - Machine

October 7, 2008

Bruce Behler
Class of 1956 - Electric

November 24, 2008

George Houser
Class of 1959 - Mechanical

February 27, 2008

Brendan Meley
Class of 2003 - CNSA

December 10, 2008

Michelle Mellinger
Class of 2004 - Printing

November 23, 2008

Dr. Walter Arnold
Superintendent: 1939-1943

Age 102
January 12, 2009

Below is an excerpt from George Brody’s obituary:

George Brody, devoted husband, father and grandfather, died at the
Essa Flory Hospice Center in Lancaster on January 6, 2009, after a long
illness. He was 90 years old.

George was married to Martha (Allan) Brody, who survives him.
They celebrated their 66th wedding anniversary on December 11, 2008.

George’s youth was filled with hardship and adventure.  During the
Great Depression, he left home, riding the rails around the United States
before joining the Civilian Conservation Corps.  He also was an amateur
boxer and, briefly, a minor league baseball player.  His sons and grand-
children inherited his passion for sports (especially the New York Yan-
kees), and he loved to watch their games.

During World War II, he served in the Second Infantry Division and
then in the Army Air Force at Hondo, Texas.

After the war, he resumed his education, returning home to Wilkes-
Barre to finish high school.  Thanks to the G.I. Bill, he went on to Wilkes
University, where he received a bachelor’s degree, and Temple Univer-
sity, where he received a master’s.  He also attended the University of
Delaware.

An educator, George spent his career at Thaddeus Stevens College of Technology.
He taught English and journalism and helped coach football.  He made a strong impression
on generations of students, many of whom stayed in touch with him long after they
graduated.  When he retired, he was the director of the Office of Admissions and Counsel-
ing.  In 1997, the college awarded him an honorary doctorate.

In addition to his wife, Mr. Brody is survived by a son, Bruce A., and 9 grandchildren.
Son, Stephen J. Brody, died in 2000.

In honor of George’s life and dedication to Stevens, memorial contributions may be
made to the George Brody Scholarship Fund at Thaddeus Stevens Foundation, 740 East
End Avenue, Lancaster, PA  17602.

GEORGE BRODY
M ARCH  26, 1918 - JANUARY  6, 2009

RETIRED  ENGLISH  TEACHER
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THE DIRECTOR 'S CORNER
Dear Alumni:

I would like to thank everyone for their many prayers, cards and letters of en-
couragement. It’s great to be back at Stevens and at my desk after a year-long illness.
The challenges that lie before our alma mater are many, but the good news is they’re
all attainable with the continued and supporting help of our alumni, which I’ll be
happy to explain.

Thaddeus Stevens College of Technology is owned by the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania. Our operational budget comes through State appropriations each year.
Many times our annual operating funds are cut by approximately $2 million. Natu-
rally, the monumental loss of  monies of this kind would be detrimental to the overall
operation of the College.   It would undoubtedly require cutbacks of many of our
programs, reduce staff and enrollment and much more, which nobody wants to see
happen.

In the past at our request¸ the alumni throughout the State have written letters to the Governor and to their local Representatives
requesting these monies be restored to Stevens’ operating budget. The amazing thing is your letters were personal and genuine,
reflecting the unity of concern for Thaddeus Stevens. Each one of you was effectively successful in your efforts. If you haven't had the
opportunity to write a supporting letter to your State Representative about the monetary needs of Stevens, you might consider the
present as excellent time to do so.  When we speak with one voice and work together, we can expect good things to take place. We’re
grateful for your help and for your solidarity of love for your alma mater.

President Griscom and I were recently discussing how nice it would be to have several active chapters of Stevens alumni throughout
the state. Once you’re organized, you could come together at a local restaurant in the morning for coffee and donuts or a hamburger and
fries in the evening. This could be done bi-monthly or on a semi-annual basis. The time and place would be of your choosing for what’s
best for your group. The camaraderie alone would be most enjoyable as you talk and laugh amongst your fellow alumni.

Forming an alumni chapter wouldn’t be a hard task, because we would assist you by providing the names and addresses of alumni
in your area.  Stevens would send the chairman of your chapter the most current information about the legislative efforts of our
governmental affairs, accompanied by a defining request describing how your chapter can help the cause. Writing to your Governor,
State Senators or Representatives, can produce the most beneficial results for Thaddeus Stevens College of Technology. It is our plan
from time to time that President Griscom and I would visit your chapter and give you a personal update on the College.

We’re hoping you’ll say yes, that you would like to accept the responsibility of organizing a Stevens Alumni Chapter in your area
with the College’s help. For those who share in the excitement and have an interest in participating, please fill out the form below and send
it back to the Alumni Office. Thank you for your thoughtfulness and cooperation.
 
Respectfully,

Alex B. Munro
Executive Director

ALUMNI  CHAPTER  INTEREST RESPONSE FORM

Name     Class Year

Address

Home Phone     Business Phone Cell Phone

E-mail Address

 I would like to help organize an Alumni Chapter ____Yes ___No

I would like to attend a local Alumni Chapter meeting ____Yes ___ No
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Allen E. Tate

DEVELOPMENT  NEWS
A NEW TECHNOLOGY  CENTER ON THE  HORIZON

                     By Allen E. Tate, Director of Development

On January 14th, The College Board of Trustees kicked off the initial stages of a major
capital campaign to support a new Technology Center. This move is necessitated by our college
facing facilities infrastructure and capacity issues that, if not addressed soon, will challenge
Stevens College of Technology’s abilities in providing a quality technological education.

            The proposed Technology Center would house four of our current major pro-
grams, expanding Stevens’ ability to provide applied learning, technical demonstration and sup-
port activity space. This facility would replace currently over-crowded departments, allowing
the College to serve more students and provide greater numbers of well-qualified technical
employees to business and industry. The four major programs scheduled to be housed in the

new building are Carpentry Technology, Collision Repair Technology, Heating, Ventilation, Air conditioning, and Refrigeration
Technology, and Metals Fabrication and Welding Technology.

               The anticipated location of the new Technology Center is at the southwest corner of Broad and King Streets on
the Stevens College campus. The New Technology Center will provide over 50,000 square feet of space for these programs.
This includes approximately 40,000 square feet of applied learning and technical demonstration areas, support activity space,
staff offices, locker rooms, storage and common area space. An additional 10,000 square feet of seminar, classroom and
laboratory space is included in the second story of the facility. This new facility will allow for better instructional opportunities,
new equipment, state-of-the-art technology and an improved learning environment.   

The area vacated by these departments will permit expansion of three other major programs currently within present building
configurations and increase their capacity to serve students in those program areas. This much needed space will be allocated to:
Cabinetmaking & Wood Technology, Graphic Communications & Printing Technology and Machine Tool & Computer Aided
Manufacturing.

 To help in our planning, the College has engaged The Franklin Consulting Group to conduct a series of confidential
interviews with key business and community leaders, alumni and others to assess the community’s response to our school and
our plans. 

The first step in the Capital Campaign is a feasibility study to review the opportunities that exist in meeting this Capital
Campaign successfully.  Twenty-one community and business leaders, alumni, and friends from a diverse background were
appointed to serve on the Feasibility Committee. They include Thomas Baldridge, Camilla Collova, Timothy Draper, Yale Eastman,
Michael Gammache, Caroline Hoffer, John Horrex, David Hosler, Stephen Hower, Andrew Kochankowski, Vincent Lattanzio,
John McGrann, Roger Moyer, Dr. Sharron Nelson, James Perron, Frank Petrole, Steven Phyillaier, Stephen Powell, David
Schwanger, Richard Watson, and John Yurchak. This committee is assisting the Development Office and the Franklin Group in
preparation of the feasibility study and will then take the confidential input from the surveys and make a final recommendation to
the College and Stevens Foundation boards.

 A diverse group of approximately 50 people in the central Pennsylvania area will be interviewed by the Franklin Group to
gain insight on Stevens College’s programs, graduates, and our ability to meet a projected Capital Campaign goal of $8 million
dollars. Four million dollars of the total campaign has already been allocated by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s capital
budget. But another $4 million is still needed.

The projected capital campaign offers many opportunities for our alumni and friends to assist in “Building on the Legacy….
Creating the Future”. Financial sponsorship opportunities are available to name the Technology Center building, as well as the
four program wings, laboratories, Seminar Hall, workshops, lobbies and other support areas. This is a gift of a lifetime, a way to
memorialize someone or a company. A name that will last forever on a campus that is full of good memories and successful
beginnings. The ability to invest in the future of other students is the opportunity you were given at one time.

A significant gift can be paid over 3-5 year period of time, thus allowing for personal financial planning by all parties. If you
would like to learn more about the Capital Campaign for the New Technology Center and explore opportunities how you can
contribute to the success of this campaign, including a naming sponsorship of one of the building structures, please call me at
717-391-7285.

The legacy left by Thaddeus Stevens continues to multiply in support of today’s students.
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You are invited to the 5th Annual

STEVENS SCRAMBLE
A Golf Outing sponsored by the
Thaddeus Stevens Foundation

Friday, June 19, 2009
Overlook Golf Course

2040 Lititz Pike, Lancaster

11:30 Registration / 12:30- Shotgun Start
6:00 pm - Cookout & Silent Auction on the Patio

Great hole-in-one prizes including a new Harley Davidson Motorcycle, a $5,000 cash prize,
and many more prizes! (tournament participants only)

All skill levels welcome!

REGISTRATION FORM

Name____________________________________________Phone________________________________

Addr ess___________________________________  City_______________  State___ Zip____________

Register a Foursome and Save Dollars!

o Individual Golfer   $ 90 Includes greens fee & cart, brown bag lunch and cookout
Sponsor Packages:

o Gold Sponsor      $1,000 Includes 4 greens fees, cart, bag lunch, cookout, 3 hole signs, mulligans, program ad
o Event Sponsor   $500 Includes 4 greens fees, cart, bag lunch, cookout, 2 hole signs, mulligans
o Maroon & Steel   $250 Includes 2 greens fees & cart, bag lunch, cookout, 1 hole  sign
o Hole Sponsor   $100 Hole sign

Golfer Name(s):
1.___________________________________ 3._________________________________
2. ___________________________________4. _________________________________

Please make checks payable to Thaddeus Stevens Foundation

Or charge to: __Visa __Mastercard

________________________________________________    _____________   _____________________
Card Number     Exp. Date             Signature

Mail form to:  Thaddeus Stevens Foundation, 740 East End Avenue, Lancaster, PA  17602 (717) 295-9666

DEADLINE FOR RESERVATIONS IS JUNE 12, 2009

Rain or Shine! Play for the

Bulldog Cup!

o Foursome   $320 Includes greens fees, cart, brown bag lunch and cookout for 4
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CURRENT FOUNDATION  SCHOLARSHIPS

Alcoa Foundation Scholarship
Barley Family Scholarship
Michael Bartone Memorial Scholarship
Pete Bayo Scholarship
George Brody Scholarship
Freddy Bustaque Scholarship
Earl Hagy Scholarship
The Tim Hibbs Scholarship
Gregg T. Kissinger Scholarship
E. Ann Klein Memorial Scholarship

Walter Lorenz Scholarship
Frank Mamrak Scholarship
McAlister Foundation Scholarship
Pryor E. and Arlene  R. Neuber Scholarship
Jedd Paup Memorial Scholarship
PCMA Scholarship
Earl F. "Kelly" Rebman III Scholarship
Willis Shenk Scholarship
Susquehanna Litho Scholarship
Beatrice & Francis Thompson Scholarship

THADDEUS STEVENS FOUNDATION

AWARDS SPRING SCHOLARSHIPS

Thaddeus Stevens Foundation has awarded over $11,000 in scholarships to 23 students for the spring 2009 semester.
Although many students receive financial aid in the form of federal education loans and college grants, scholarships are another

form of tuition assistance available to students of Thaddeus Stevens College of Technology.  Currently, the Foundation offers 20 named
endowed scholarships, which are established through the generosity of donors.  They are awarded based on a variety of criteria
including major, geographic area, academic achievement and financial need.

We are grateful to the scholarship sponsors who have made a long-term commitment to Stevens through their endowed scholarship.
Their generosity allows us to continue our mission of support to students of Thaddeus Stevens College of Technology.

If you are interested in more information about establishing a scholarship with the Thaddeus Stevens Foundation, please call 717-
295-9666.

Scholarship award recipients L-R:  Kareem Delaney, Paul Styer, Christopher
Marsh, Brian Scott, Dustin Venerick and Brent Burkholder.

Scholarship award recipients L-R:  Daniel Gabrielli, John Padora, Garry
Donan, Michael Janocha and Alex Southard.

Not pictured:  Michael Youngkin, Bruce Millard, Brett Garner, Christopher Black, Stephen Berta, Samantha Floyd, Katherine Dinunzio, Nevin Ream,
      Megan Fisher and Michael Housel.
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JAPANESE CARPENTRY: BRIDGING  THE PAST AND PRESENT
AN INTERVIEW  WITH  JAMES BARTOLOMEI  ’81

BY VALDIJAH  AMBROSE

            James Bartolomei ‘81 has a family legacy at Thaddeus Stevens College of
Technology; he is one of four Bartolomei brothers that have graduated from Stevens.
The training he received at Thaddeus Stevens College (then Thaddeus Stevens State
School) has provided him with a solid foundation to build upon. He has transferred the
skills he learned at Stevens to his new passion; the study of traditional Japanese car-
pentry.

Bartolomei's study of Japanese carpentry began with books borrowed from
the Learning Resource Center’s Kenneth Schuler Library at Stevens College.  He
states, “Stevens kept my woodworking spirit alive. The resources available from the
Library helped me refine my skills and keep me a good craftsman.”

Mr. Bartolomei has studied the style for three years, which began with learning to
use the specialized Japanese tools of the trade.  He progressed from cutting joints to
participating in seminars with timber framers and then to his current, once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity to study with a master craftsman, Iwao Nakajima, in New York. A master
signifies demonstrating a level of skill, mastery of styles and techniques, and denotes a

superior level of craftsmanship. Having the opportunity to study with a master is rare but, as a talented craftsman, Bartolomei
is adding a dying trade to his repertoire of skills. The acquisition of this skill will allow him to be termed a master of traditional
techniques that are more than 1,000 years old. This is unique because there are no known American masters, and Nakajima
is one of the last masters from his homeland or in America to possess this talent.

What make Japanese architectural construction so different? Traditional Japanese architectural construction utilizes
timber framing with 6x6 inch pieces of wood that are secured through the use of wooden pegs versus 2x4’s and metal nails
(used by American and European construction). The Japanese have perfected this style of carpentry. In America, there is
one local attraction, Shofuso, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania that was constructed using traditional Japanese carpentry (http:/
/www.shofuso.com).

 Embracing the opportunity to learn from a master craftsman, Bartolomei sold his thriving framing business to study full-
time.  Bartolomei stated, “My greatest challenge with pursuing my passion is locating resources to help me continue my
studies. To have an American master is an unfathomable opportunity. This is an endangered trade, and to lose the knowledge
of this master, the loss would be huge.”

The Japanese House and Garden (Shofuso)
in Philadelphia, PA.

James Bartolomei demonstrates assembly
of the Japanese framing timbers

The completed cross-beam assembly is secured
with wooden pegs - no metal nails are used.

This saw is one of the traditional
Japanese tools used in construction
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ALUMNI  SPOTLIGHT  ON  JAMES R. PERRON '89
BY ALLEN  E. TATE

Since graduation
20 years ago, there
has been one motto
that has been the guid-
ing force in the suc-
cess of Stevens
College alumnus
James R. (J.P.) Perron.
That motto, familiar to
Stevens students is,
“He who hath a trade
hath an estate.”

“I grew up in
Pottsville, Schuylkill
County, PA,” Perron
relates. "My uncle,
Nick Supko was a 1954
graduate of Thaddeus
Stevens College. So
when it came time to
consider my educa-
tion beyond high
school, attending
Stevens was a strong

possibility because my uncle had experienced a good education
and spoke highly of the college.  I enjoyed the trades, especially
building things, and when I qualified for a grant to attend Stevens,
my mind was made up. It proved to be a successful decision."

“I chose to enter the carpentry program. During my first year,
Mr. Gene Creamer was my carpentry instructor. He began molding
this young freshman into a new person. ‘Take pride in your work’,
he would encourage us daily. He taught his students not to fail and
to be the best one could possibly be.  These were important les-
sons that have stuck with me throughout my professional career.
As in construction, the foundation is laid first and Mr. Creamer was
the person that built the foundation for us as freshmen. I will never
forget Mr. Creamer. He was a man of integrity.”

“However, completing our second year Stevens education was
the responsibility of Mr. Ed Althouse. He was a good friend to his
students. His one-on-one attention to us and encouragement to
continue honing our skills brought us, as carpentry majors, to-
gether as a team. That in itself was an important lesson.”

“My education at Stevens College was excellent. Many of the
teachers were graduates of the college and passed on their pride of
their alma mater. They challenged us to think, gave us practical
experience and encouraged us to work hard. We felt a part of the
whole Stevens family and it was a ‘neat’ place to be for a kid that
needed direction.  We learned respect through the various duties
we needed to perform, like dorm clean-up. I also remember great
meals, especially at Thanksgiving and Christmas. You couldn’t beat
the family atmosphere. ”

“The idea of establishing a construction company actually
started while I was at Stevens. One of my best friends and fellow
classmate, Mike Mihaljevic ’89, and I created Top Quality Con-
struction Company together during our years at Stevens. When we
graduated in 1989 we had enough projects to keep us busy until we
established our own direction.”

In 1990, J.P started Perron Construction as a part-time com-
pany while working with several lumber companies in sales and
design. In 1992-93 he made Perron Construction, located in Manheim,
PA, become a full-time business and Mihaljevic  joined him as a
team member.   Today, Perron Construction specializes in residen-
tial and light commercial remodeling and is a full service contractor
from start to finish. Approximately 60% of the projects are commer-
cial and 40% residential.  Some of Perron’s recent major projects are
in downtown Lebanon, Pennsylvania, converting several of the
large old buildings into significant offices for various organiza-
tions. Perron’s  construction projects have earned numerous local,
regional and national awards of which he can be proud. Perron also
serves on the College’s Carpentry Advisory Board and is serving
on the Capital Campaign Feasibility Committee. "Giving back is as
important as receiving," Perron noted.

“My life has been blessed with a wife, two sons and two daugh-
ters.  I am honored to have had the experience I have had to date
with a great family and an outstanding education at Stevens. “

J.P. Perron is living his motto for success.

J.P. Perron

J.P. Perron (center) confers with Perron Construction staff members
Louis Rodriguez (L) and April Lutz (R)
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From the Streets to the Stove was the road to redemption that Chef Jeff Henderson
traveled to become a highly sought after executive chef at Café Bellagio in Las Vegas.
Chef Jeff was this year’s keynote speaker at the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. break-
fast, sponsored by Crispus Attucks Community Center and held at Thaddeus Stevens
College. Henderson’s journey to this acclaimed position was not planned, did not en-
compass attending a culinary institute, nor did he have an impeccable resume.  He had
a humble beginning in a single parent home, located in one of Los Angeles’ less desir-
able communities where poverty was the norm and limited opportunity its companion.

Frequently, when our College President, Dr. William Griscom, educates the
external community about our mission, he highlights serving students from impover-
ished backgrounds as a key part of Thaddeus Stevens’ vision.  Dr. Griscom acknowl-
edges that research on incarceration shows a correlation between incarceration and
poverty.  At the root of this correlation are the inherent limited educational and eco-
nomic opportunities available to individuals reared in poverty.  A benefactor of this
plight is Chef Jeff. In his speech, Henderson did not glamorize his choice to sell illegal
narcotics as a young man to help his mother (who worked multiple low-wage jobs but
still was unsuccessful in making a livable wage) and his younger sister.  However,

what he does is use his bad choice as a platform to educate young people about the error of his ways and plant seeds of hope
in the possibility of their achieving greatness through diligence and determination.

Henderson, who was incarcerated for nearly twenty years, traveled the road to redemption upon his release choosing
to pursue his culinary passion and to make a difference by positively impacting the lives of young people.  Henderson’s focus
on determination and diligence is the same message perpetuated by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and our benefactor, Thaddeus
Stevens.  Chef Jeff uses two primary platforms to do this; his speaking engagements and his new television show , The Chef
Jeff Project, featured on the Food Network, as his educational vehicle.  Working with young people from troubled back-
grounds, he shares his story of redemption.  He provides “food for thought” that can lead to individual awareness that
regardless of circumstance, they can do something positive with their lives.  Henderson’s story is a remnant of stories of many
of the College’s graduates and current students who have had rocky starts. Many came to Stevens from backgrounds of
limited access to quality education, dead-end employment, lower socio-
economic status, single parents, displaced workers, etc.

Like Henderson, Stevens (the man) educated his contemporar-
ies on the ills of poverty and the damaging effect of limited opportunities.
Stevens knew first hand of the potential effects of poverty where indi-
viduals were not provided the opportunity of education and a rewarding
career.  Although Chef Jeff is a self-educated culinary artist, he ac-
knowledges the magnitude of his determination to learn his craft and to
perfect it through integrity, just as we encourage students to perfect
their crafts with integrity in the classroom and workforce.  Chef Jeff is
challenging young people to practice social resistance against classism
and limited opportunity that breed social injustice and economic inequal-
ity.  Chef Jeff challenged all to create a life that truly exemplifies the
dream of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and Thaddeus Stevens.  He was a
huge success with his powerful and timely message.

Henderson is author of the New York Times bestselling memoir,
Cooked: From the Streets to the Stove, From Cocaine to Foie Gras
and his latest book, Chef Jeff Cooks: In the Kitchen with America’s
Inspirational New Culinary Star. His official Website is http://
www.chefjeffcooked.com/

FROM THE STREETS TO THE STOVE
HIGHLIGHTS  OF THE  21ST ANNUAL  MARTIN  LUTHER  K ING , JR. BREAKFAST

BY VALDIJAH  AMBROSE

Chef Jeffrey Henderson

Chef Jeff receives a basket of Lancaster County culinary delights
from MLK Breakfast co-chairs Alice Sanders and Ron Ford.
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On November 3, 2008, Stevens College
was awarded a $15,000 grant from the Sus-
tainable Energy Fund (SEF) to install a solar
photovoltaic (PV) system on our campus.
The grant was a result of electronics and
electrical technology instructors and an elec-
tronics technology student attending a
week-long summer program at Dickinson
College called the 2008 Solar ScholarsTM pro-
gram.  Universities and colleges attending
the program qualified to submit a grant, and
12 institutions were eventually awarded
grants for a 3KW PV system.

Our system will be a grid-tied PV array
mounted on the roof of the maintenance
building for visibility and sun exposure pur-
poses with a separate pole-mount tracking
array in the rear of the Student Center park-
ing lot (the old stable house for you older
graduates!).  Our system design and instal-
lation will be unique based on the use of
micro-inverters for each and every solar
panel instead of the tradition system with
one or two larger inverters for the panel ar-
ray.  This design will allow us to compare
and contrast the operational parameters of
panels on an individual basis. The data col-
lected from the operation of the solar PV
array will be placed on the Web for view
and evaluation by anyone with internet ac-
cess.

quired of related jobs fall directly into the
skills taught in many existing Stevens pro-
grams including electrical and electronics
technology, metals fabrication, architecture,
plumbing, HVAC, and carpentry.  By inte-
grating these topics into our existing pro-
grams, we are giving future graduates a more
diverse employment opportunity as well as
providing for small business ownership.

We are currently in the design, docu-
mentation, and planning phase so that we
can get our equipment on order.  We will be
documenting the system installation on the
Web as we progress, including a series of
articles in future issues of The Tower.  We
will also make the system output statistics
available via the Web when the system in-
stallation is complete.

There is a chance for alumni to be in-
volved during the installation at all phases.
Please feel free to contact me  at
schreiner@stevenscollege.edu with your
interests and skills so that we may inform
you  when opportunities exist to help with
the install.  We also need donations to com-
plete the costs of the installation as the grant
only covers the real costs of the solar PV
panels.  The Thaddeus Stevens Foundation
can receive any financial donations for this
project.

Stay tuned for more information and
photos coming soon!

UPDATE ON PROGRESS OF SOLAR  GRANT

AWARDED TO STEVENS COLLEGE

BY BRUCE SCHREINER  '79
ELECTRONIC  TECHNOLOGY  INSTRUCTOR

The electronics and electrical technol-
ogy program instructors and students will
be working with all aspects of the design
and installation.  The grant was written by
Bruce Schreiner and the design was created
by Tom Evans of the electronics major.  Elec-
trical system design and connections of the
system to the electrical grid will be orches-
trated under the direction of Ray Buckwalter,
assistant professor in the electrical technol-
ogy major.  Jon Kramer, instructor of electri-
cal technology and Nathan Stephon, a
student in electronics technology, attended
the summer 2008 Solar ScholarsTM program.
We will be working closely with the facili-
ties maintenance staff on campus during the
installation, which is scheduled for comple-
tion by November of 2009.

The topics of renewable energy and
sustainability are extremely important at this
point in history, and the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania is gearing up to provide as-
sistance to residents engaging in related in-
stallations.  Also, with rising electric rates
due to deregulation, these projects are be-
coming more feasible to companies and
homeowners.  We are looking to provide a
showcase solar PV install that can be viewed
by students, alumni, and the local commu-
nity.  Students are easily motivated to be
involved in these topics, and the skills re-
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2009 S PRING A LUMNI  D AY...
YOU ARE I NVITED !

The Spring Alumni Banquet is just around the corner and we’re hoping to see you!  We have a full day of events planned for all Stevens
alumni and their families visiting campus on Saturday, April 25th.

9:00 a.m. Hospitality Table Alumni House

9:00 – 11:00 a.m. Campus open for self-guided tours

9:00 – 12:00 noon College Store open Cence House

10:00 a.m. Video Presentation of Learning Resource Center
"Thaddeus Stevens:  The Play"     Conference Room

10:30 – 12:00 noon Brunch available Jones Dining Hall
($6.50 per person – cash only)

12:30 p.m. Alumni Annual Meeting and Jones Conference Room
Alumni Award Presentations

5:00 p.m. *  Social Hour/Reception MAC Lobby

6:30 p.m. *  Alumni Banquet MAC

* Reservations required

CLASS  OF 1959:
50TH  REUNION

CLASS  OF 1984:
25 TH  REUNION

CLASS  OF 1994:
15TH  REUNION

Steve Artz
2137 Embassy Drive, Suite 210
Lancaster, PA  17603
717-278-6767
sartz@yourtownebuilders.com

Carmella Perkins Hoover
97 Scenic Drive
Denver, PA  17517
717-484-6063
gchoover@ptd.net

Charlie Gerfin
1019 Locust St.
Columbia,PA 17512
717-684-4818

Gordon VanZandt
501 Atkins Ave.
Lancaster, PA 17603
717-291-0785 or
717-468-3336
grvanzandt@comcast.net

The following classes are celebrating special reunions this year.  If you are a member of one of these classes, watch
your mail for more information coming soon!  If you wish to contact your reunion Chair, their contact information is
shown below:

SPECIAL REUNIONS
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2009:

March 2-6 Spring Break

April 4 Spring Open House for Admissions

April 17 & 18 Spring Energy Fair: open to community & schools

(contact grove@stevenscollege.edu for more info)

April 25 Alumni Banquet

May 6 Classes End

May 9 Commencement (1:00 pm)

June 19 Stevens Scramble Golf Outing


